CITY OF TWO RIVERS CITY COUNCIL

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEE
Tuesday, October 6, 2020
10:00 A.M.

City Hall:  Third Floor – COUNCIL CHAMBERS
MINUTES
Call to Order

Roll Call - Committee members:  Bonnie Shimulunas, Bill LeClair, Adam Wachowski (absent)
Staff Present: Jim Mc Donald (Public Works Director), Scott Ahl (Civil Engineer II), Dave Casebeer (WWTP), Ross Blaha (Water Utility), Ken Kozak (Electric Utility), Brian Dellman (Electric Utility)
Review and Approval of Minutes - Motion by Bonnie Shimulunas, seconded by Bill LeClair, to accept the minutes as presented. Motion carried upon unanimous voice vote.

Budget Review for 2021 projects – funding sources to include DNR Safe Drinking Water Loan and Clean Water Loan for water and sanitary sewer portions of the projects.  Other sources include storm water utility for storm sewer, and capital funds for the roadway costs.
2021 CWF and SDWF Utility Project Status
24th Street Project

     R. Blaha – indicated Water Utility would prefer to hold off on the 24th St project

   - may look at delaying 24th St

     Electric Utility – indicated there are utility poles on both sides of 24th street,  owned by both Electric Utility and Telephone Utility

Committee recommending to Personnel & Finance Committee to proceed with projects as listed
Wastewater Utility:  

Plant – flows have been decreasing; current flows around 2.3 mgd; BOD loadings continue to be on high side
    - Phase 2 plant project completion expected by end of November

    - cleaning of tanks & hauling sludge is completed; usually not completed until later Fall

Washington Highlands – reviewed memo which was submitted to condo association; in order to be considered for utility to take over the lift station, $101,000 of improvements, including upgrade of electrical would be required to meet the standards of a City owned lift station.  Staff is recommending the association consider installing a dialer to contact a designated condo association member, and maintain as a privately owned lift station.
Consensus of committee to proceed with staff recommendation to keep lift station privately owned and recommend association to find a contractor for their maintenance and emergency services
Electric and Telecommunications Utilities:  new rates in electricity tariff starting November 1; could save approx. 20% at Riverside Seafoods electricity rates
Budget – doesn’t anticipate major increase; labor expects to return to 2017 staffing levels

- noted: this is Public Power week; public is able to go to website and complete a quiz and enter for prizes


- noted: a car charging port is now available at Woodland Dunes
Water Utility:  Based on a recent communication from the DNR, water testing from lead service laterals is only required every 3 years since past testing results were good; noted-some samples were obtained but staff does not plan on testing the samples.
Storm Water Utility:  

Shore Line Erosion – shoreline protection work mostly complete at Neshotah Pond and DPW/WWTP area
- some areas with railings along Memorial Dr appear to be leaning; may be signs of erosion
TMDL – staff obtained samples at various locations of river; will continue sampling
Demolition of abandoned 18th Street Lift Station – staff is recommending removal of structure along vacated 18th St, east of East River St.  The structure contains a lift station which was abandoned in 1980, when a sewer interceptor was installed along East Street.  Consensus of committee to proceed with removal of structure
Other Issues:  Adam Wachowski would like to discuss ways to reduce monthly fees on utility bills; noted-some fees are determined by PSC
Set Date, Time, Location and Agenda Items for next Committee Meeting.  
Next meeting will be held Tuesday, October 20, 2020, at 10:00 am, for Budget Review
Adjournment – Motion by Bonnie Shimulunas, seconded by Bill LeClair, to adjourn at 12:05 pm
