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  While activity is paused due to winter weather,
the City continues to make substantial progress in
replacing lead service laterals (lsl’s) in the water
system.
   Coming into 2024, there were about 1,800 lsl’s in
the system, out of 5,100 total water services.
   A $3.9 million contract awarded in 2024 addresses
about 300 service replacements at locations in the
central part of the city. This work started in 2024
and will continue in 2025. Another 50 services were
replaced in 2024 as part of the Roosevelt Avenue
reconstruction.
  Another contract will be awarded in 2025 for
replacement of 150 lsl’s on the city’s eastside, south
of 22nd Street.
  The City continues to pursue State and Federal
funding to assist in this very expensive
undertaking. Federal ARPA funds (City and
County) were applied to 2023 and 2024 projects.
Low-interest loans and grants through Wisconsin’s
Safe Drinking Water Fund are an ongoing source
of funds for these efforts, including the 2025
projects.
 

    In 2025, the City will continue to provide funding
of $2,500 per property to help with the cost of the
“private side” portion of the lsl’s (from the shutoff
valve near the street to the property’s water meter).
   In many cases, this funding covers the full cost of
the private side lsl replacement. The “public side”
replacement (shutoff valve to water main), covered
by the Water Utility, is more expensive because it
also involves tearing up and then repairing the
street.
 The federal government (US EPA) recently
finalized a long-expected rule that requires
replacement of all lead in municipal water systems
within the next decade. That is a worthy goal, but
one that will require an enormous amount of local,
state, federal and customer funding to achieve over
the next 10 years.
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 Through the leadership of the Parks and
Recreation Department, public trees along streets,
in parks and on public properties are getting some
overdue attention. Partnerships with several
funding sources and community groups will
expand those efforts in 2025.
  For the third year in a row, the City has been
awarded a WI DNR URBAN FORESTRY grant,
for $25,000.  Previous years’ grants have funded a
tree

inventory, staff training and some tree planting.
This year’s grant will fund a Youth Apprentice in
forestry and assist in removing dead and dangerous
trees, planting replacement trees, and undertaking
educational programming with our local schools.
 The LAKE MICHIGAN BIRD OBSERVATORY
(LMBO) Partnership received a grant from the
DAYBREAK FUND to support community forestry
efforts along the Lake Michigan shore. 
                                                              continued...        



          INVESTING IN OUR URBAN FOREST (cont’d)

LMBO will be providing the City with 60 trees to be
planted in terraces on the southside. City staff will also
participate in training related to the creation and use of
bio-char, a substrate made from burned organic matter that
can support the health of trees when used during planting.
  GRACE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH and the City
have been awarded a $15,000 grant from an organization
called FAITH IN PLACE This grant will fund a forestry
track Youth Apprentice for 450 hours, planting of 20 trees
at Washington Park, and costs associated with tree care
and administration. Washington Park has had close to 20
dead trees removed in the last year.
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-Note: Fire Dept phone number was incorrect 
in November 2024 Newsletter-

  A portion of the ENVIRONMENTAL FEE on utility bills
is used each year to support care for trees in parks and
streets. This year the City will continue to remove dead
and dangerous trees along streets that were designated in a
tree inventory completed in 2023. Funding from this source
will allow planting of 30 to 40 trees throughout the city, to
replace those that have been removed in recent years.


