CITY OF TWO RIVERS

CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Monday, August 26, 2019
3rd Floor Council Chambers
City Hall

Call to Order
The City Council meeting was called to order by President Patrick Gagnon at 6:00 PM.
Roll Call
Members present: William LeClair, Jack Powalisz, Jay Remiker, Bonnie Shimulunas, Curt Andrews, Mark Bittner, David England, Patrick Gagnon, Erin Gonnerman.  

Staff Members present were: Gregory E. Buckley, City Manager, Jim McDonald, City Engineer, Joe Collins, Police Chief, Kevin Boehm, Parks and Recreation Director, Dave Buss, Finance Director, Ross Blaha, Water Utility Director and Jack Bruce, City Attorney.
Mr. Buckley noted the Invited Guest – Michael Ditmer, listed on the Agenda will be present at the September 3, 2019 Regular City Council Agenda to present an Update on Summer Event Marketing.
Action Items:
1. Award of Bids for Asphalt Paving of South Breakwater Trail and Adjacent Areas of DPW and Wastewater Plant Grounds.  

Mr. Buckley stated that there were no bids submitted for this project, as Northeast Asphalt had the wrong date on their calendar for the bid opening.  The Engineering Department will re-advertise for this project with a bid opening date of September 11, 2019, and Mr. Buckley will add this item to the September 16 City Council Agenda for action.
2. Resolution Authorizing Application for Wisconsin DNR Urban Forestry Catastrophic Storm Grant Funding

Mr. Boehm stated the expenditures from the storm cleanup that occurred on July 20, 2019 totaled $58,065 for the various City Departments involved.  He is requesting authorization to submit a grant application for financial assistance through the DNR Urban Forestry Catastrophic Storm Grant to reimburse the City for its costs.  
A motion was made by Councilmember Powalisz, seconded by Councilmember Bittner, to waive reading and adopt the Resolution.  Upon a roll call vote, Ayes (9) Jay Remiker, Bonnie Shimulunas, Curt Andrews, Mark Bittner, David England, Patrick Gagnon, Erin Gonnerman, William LeClair, Jack Powalisz; Noes (0) None.  Motion carried.
3. Resolution Waiving City Residency Policy as it Pertains to Hiring of a Community Development


Director/City Planner
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Mr. Buckley stated that at the City Council meeting on August 19, 2019, the Council directed him to prepare a Resolution waiving the residency requirement specifically for Elizabeth Runge, the new Community Development Director/City Planner.  He further stated he attached the Resolution Stating the City’s Policy Intent Relative to Employee Residency Requirements that was approved by the former City Council on November 4, 2013 which has been followed to date.

A motion was made by Councilmember Andrews, seconded by Councilmember England, to waive reading and approve the Resolution.  Upon a roll call vote, Ayes (9) Bonnie Shimulunas, Curt Andrews, Mark Bittner, David England, Patrick Gagnon, Erin Gonnerman, William LeClair, Jack Powalisz, Jay Remiker; Noes (0) None.  Motion carried.

4. Resolution Urging Federal Funding Support for Design Deficiency Study of Two Rivers’ Harbor Entrance on Lake Michigan, to Address Surge and Shoaling Issues

Mr. Buckley stated he prepared this Resolution urging U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to address the surge problem on the East and West Twin Rivers which can render the harbor unsafe for boaters and cause damage to boats at our local marinas.  He further stated that the resolution requests that the Corps provide the necessary funds of $200,000, for a design deficiency study of the harbor at Two Rivers whether from the re-allocation of any available FY 2019 funds or inclusion of this study in the Corps’ FY 2020 work plan and budget.  

A motion was made by Councilmember Remiker, seconded by Councilmember Powalisz, to waive reading and adopt the Resolution.  It was the consensus of the Council for Mr. Buckley to include a copy of the City’s Harbor Master Plan and the Wave Mitigation Study and to address the redevelopment issues the city is facing in his cover letter to Senators Baldwin and Johnson, Congressman Grothman and the White House Chief of Staff.  Upon a roll call vote, Ayes (9) Curt Andrews, Mark Bittner, David England, Patrick Gagnon, Erin Gonnerman, William LeClair, Jack Powalisz, Jay Remiker, Bonnie Shimulunas; Noes (0) None.  Motion carried.
Discussion Items
A. Discuss City Council Code Enforcement/Property Maintenance Concerns, Including Possible 


Amendments to Nuisance Ordinance

Mr. Buckley stated that there have been more complaints about properties having garbage and safety issues in the City.  The Community Service Officers have been doing a good job keeping up with the long grass complaints and keeping abreast of those activities.  City Attorney Jack Bruce has been looking at other communities’ Public Nuisance Ordinances with enforcement provisions that allow more aggressive enforcement actions than the city’s current Ordinance.

Councilmember Shimulunas distributed pictures of a vacant corner property filled with garbage, old appliances and wood.  Police Chief Collins stated that he will assign the Community Services Officers to this location.

It was the consensus for Attorney Bruce to prepare and present an amendment to the City’s current ordinance that would allow for more aggressive enforcement issues.
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B. Discuss Part-time Contractual Services for the Inspections Department.  

Mr. Buckley stated that Councilmember Bittner requested this item to be addressed.  Councilmember Bittner noted that he had recently received a complaint from a property owner who reportedly had to wait four days to have a foundation approved.  He questioned whether having only a part-time Building Inspector is causing such delays, and whether this is also why year-to-date permit fees and documented construction activity are down from last year.  Mr. Buckley stated the city has been managing well with a part-time Building Inspector since 2005 and this one instance doesn’t warrant changing this position from part-time to full-time.  The Zoning Administrator and Building Inspector has a good working relationship and with current technology, the inspections have been handled in a timely manner.  He also stated that he understood the “delay” in getting approval for the foundation work was attributable to the contractor being told he had to submit a footing/foundation plan before a permit would be issued.
C.
Discuss Matters Pertaining to Tourism Services Agreement with City of Manitowoc and the Manitowoc Area Visitors and Convention Bureau
Councilmember Bittner, the Council representative to the MAVCB Board, and Mr. Buckley discussed 

recent issues related to the MAVCB and the Tourism Services Agreement between that organization, the 

City of Manitowoc and City of Two Rivers.  Mr. Buckley stated that he and Mr. Bittner would be

meeting with Mayor Nickels and Alderperson Kummer of Manitowoc later in the week, to discuss these 

matters.     
Status Update

A. Vacant, Blighted Former Gas Station/Convenience Store at 2023 Washington Street
Mr. Buckley stated that Manitowoc County is in agreement to assign its rights in the in rem foreclosure on this property to the City.  The City needs to complete a Phase I Environmental Assessment and an agreement with the County and WDNR by September 30, 2019.

B. Dollar General Store. 

Mr. Buckley stated they are planning to be open in mid November.  The construction of the new store is proceeding on time.

C. Hotel Development.

Mr. Buckley requested that the City Council and the Plan Commission hold a joint meeting on Monday, September 9, 2019 to approve the Site and Architectural Plan for this development.  Ground breaking is scheduled for Thursday, September 12, 2019 at 10:00 AM.
Closed Executive Session

At 7:40 PM, a motion was made by Councilmember Remiker, seconded by Councilmember Powalisz, to enter into Closed Session per Wisc. Stats. 19.85(1)(e) deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reason require a closed session
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--Discuss Possible Property Purchase


--Possible Property Sale

And per Wisc. Stats. 19.85(1)(g), conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written advise concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved

--Confer with City Attorney regarding Paragon Partners Foreclosure

--Confer with City Attorney regarding Possible Collection Actions Relative to Paragon Partners, LLC Loan Default and Judgment

--Confer with City Attorney regarding Eminent Domain Action for Acquisition of the Former Hamilton Industries Property Owned by Fisher Scientific International, LLC

Upon a roll call vote, Ayes (9) Mark Bittner, David England, Patrick Gagnon, Erin Gonnerman, William LeClair, Jack Powalisz, Jay Remiker, Bonnie Shimulunas; Noes (0) None.  Motion carried.

Reconvene In Open Session

At 8:35 PM, a motion was made by Councilmember Powalisz, seconded by Councilmember England, to reconvene in open session.  Upon a voice vote, motion carried.
Adjournment

At 8:35 PM, a motion was made by Councilmember Remiker, seconded by Councilmember England, to adjourn the City Council meeting.  Upon a voice vote, motion carried.

Kim M. Graves
City Clerk
