CITY OF TWO RIVERS

CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Monday, July 22, 2019
3rd Floor Committee Room

City Hall

Call to Order
The City Council meeting was called to order by President Patrick Gagnon at 6:00 PM.
Roll Call
Members present: William LeClair, Jack Powalisz, Jay Remiker, Bonnie Shimulunas, Curt Andrews, Mark Bittner, David England, Patrick Gagnon. Absent and Excused:  Erin Gonnerman.  

Staff Members present were: Gregory E. Buckley, City Manager, Jim McDonald, City Engineer, Joe Collins, Police Chief, Dave Buss, Finance Director, Ross Blaha, Water Utility Director and Jack Bruce, City Attorney.
Discuss Items:
1. Possible Ordinance Amendment to Chapter 9 of City Ordinances, “Offenses and Nuisances,” to Facilitate Ordinance Enforcement Activities Against Repeat Violators.  

Mr. Buckley distributed the current language in Section 9-3-4 Destruction of Noxious Weeds and Regulation of Height of Lawns and Weeds.  He stated that the ordinance currently provides that if a person owning, occupying or controlling land fails to comply with a mowing notice within five days of notification, then that person incurs a forfeiture of not more than $75 ($150 for each subsequent failure to comply with a mowing notice in the same calendar year).
In addition to the property owner incurring this forfeiture/penalty, the City may cut the lawn and charge the property owner a special charge.   
The City Manager noted that the existing language only provides for a forfeiture if the owner fails to comply with a 5-day notice to mow his/her property.  He recommended that the Council consider an amendment to this section of the Code of Ordinance, whereby any subsequent violations, involving the same property, same owner, in the same year, would result in an immediate forfeiture (for the violation itself, not for failure to abate the violation following notice).  In addition, the property owner would still be required to mow the tall grass within 5 days or face the City doing the work and charging for it.
After reviewing the proposed ordinance language, it was the consensus of the Council to direct the City Manager to make the necessary changes to this Ordinance and add it to the August 5, 2019 City Council meeting Agenda for approval.
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2. Possible Ordinance Amendment Pertaining to the Operation of ATV’s and UTV’s on City Streets.
Mr. Buckley stated that, following the City Council’s recent approval of an ordinance allowing golf carts on City streets, he had been contacted by a citizen who requested that the City also allow ATV’s and UTV’s on City streets.  He noted that, like in the case of golf carts, there was a recent change in state law allowed local municipalities to permit ATV’s and UTV’s on local streets.

Police Chief Joe Collins reported that he had reviewed both State law and a publication titled “ATV Route Guideline and Suggestions,” produced by the WI DNR Bureaus of Law Enforcement and Community Financial Assistance.  He distributed a copy of the publication to Council members.

The Chief stated his concern that ATV’s and UTV’s are not safe on city streets—he noted that they are not “low speed vehicles” like golf carts and they are not equipped with brake lights or signals.  He noted that most of the communities that have adopted such ordinances are close to a designated ATV trail or located between two trails, so access to certain designated city streets may be desirable to encourage trail users to access local businesses.  Two Rivers is not located near any existing ATV trails.  After discussion of this matter, it was the consensus of the Council, to not pursue any change in the current ordinance on the Operation of ATV’s and UTV’s on City Streets.

3. Possible Ordinance Amendment to Allow Larger Outdoor Beer Garden Areas Than Are Currently Permitted.

Mr. Buckley stated he was contacted by a business owner who would like to expand its beer garden location to allow for more outdoor activity.  Currently the Ordinance states no permit shall be issued for a beer garden if the beer garden area is greater than the gross floor area of the adjoining licensed premise.  Discussion took place regarding guidelines and fencing and other requirements.  Mr. Buckley stated staff will do some research and will bring back a draft Ordinance Amendment.
Consider Adoption of Policy Manual for New Economic Development Loan Fund (tabled from July 15, 2019 meeting)

Mr. Buckley stated he had become aware of questions in another community regarding statutory authority for using City funds for a business loan program.   He noted that he has discussed this matter briefly with the City Attorney, but that more review is needed.  He requested this item be tabled until the August 5, 2019 City Council meeting.
A motion was made by Councilmember England, seconded by Councilmember Andrews, to table this item until the August 5, 2019 City Council meeting.  Upon a voice vote, motion carried.

Closed Executive Session

Mr. Buckley stated there was no need to go into Closed Session to discuss matters that were listed on the Agenda.
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The City Council then discussed in open session the Development Agreement with the Two Rivers Hotel Group.  Mr. Buckley reported the City closed on the sale of the three City-owned parcels to Two Rivers Hotel Group, LLC, which occurred on July 8.  A design unveiling is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, July 24, when Lt. Governor Mandela Barnes will be in Two Rivers for a Wisconsin Main Street Day observance.  That activity is scheduled for 3:30 PM.  Two Rivers is one of six cities being visited by State officials and WEDC staff; the others are Jefferson, Wausau, Green Bay, Eau Claire and Ashland.
Mr. Buckley then reported on the Paragon Partners foreclosure.  The sale is now scheduled for August 20, 2019.  He will update the Council in Closed Session on August 5, 2019 with regard to communications with Manitowoc County.

Adjournment

At 7:26 PM, a motion was made by Councilmember Remiker, seconded by Councilmember LeClair, to adjourn the City Council meeting.  Upon a voice vote, motion carried.

Kim M. Graves
City Clerk
