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   City Council Proceedings

CITY OF TWO RIVERS

COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

Monday, December 18, 2017 - 6:00PM

Council Chambers, City Hall

Regular Meeting
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The meeting was called to order by Council President Kay Koach at 6:00 PM.

Roll Call – Present:  Mark Bittner, John Casavant, David England, Patrick Gagnon, Erin Gonnerman, Kay Koach, Darla LeClair, Jack Powalisz, and Bonnie Shimulunas.
Also present were Jeff Dawson, Lester Library Director; Judy Goodchild, Parks and Recreation Director; Jim McDonald, Public Works Director; Scott Schneider, Fire Chief; Ken Kozak, Electric Director; Joe Collins, Police Chief; Jack Bruce, City Attorney and Greg Buckley, City Manager.
Consideration of any Council Member request to participate in this meeting from a remote location.  None
The City Clerk reported that notice of the meeting was given to the official newspaper and posted on the bulletin board in City Hall on Thursday, December 14, 2017.
President Koach opened a Public Hearing on the Proposed Issuance of City of Two Rivers Industrial Development Revenue Bonds, Series 2017, for Riverside Foods, Inc. Project in an Aggregate Amount Not to Exceed $7,200,000.  After calling three times and seeing no one wishing to address the Council, President Koach closed the hearing.  


Input from the Public:  None

Council Communications:  Council Member LeClair reported that she received a text from a citizen who wishes for the Council to revisit the ordinance prohibiting dogs on the beach.  Council Member England received a communication from a citizen who lives on McKinley Street being told from the Park and Recreation Department she would need to pay non-resident fees when booking the Community House.  Council Member Gagnon reported that he received a citizen complaint on the poor condition of snow removal at the downtown corner crosswalks with an accumulation of slush and snow.  Mr. Buckley stated that, while City crews clear both the travel and parking lanes along Washington Street, cleanup of the sidewalk and corner ramps is the responsibility of the adjacent property owner. Council Member Casavant stated the sidewalk/trail along East Street from 17th Street to Pilon was not plowed following the snowfall on the prior Saturday.
Council Reports from Boards/Commissions/Committees.  Council Member Powalisz reported from the Advisory Recreation Board that the City will partner with Manitowoc-Two Rivers YMCA for a Triathlon event on August 18, 2018.
City Manager’s Report:  

Invited Guest.

Paul LeVene, President of the Friends of Two Rivers Senior Center, and Tammy Desten, Senior Center Supervisor, presented a check for $14,906.00, representing 1,389 active members, to President Koach.  Mr. Buckley congratulated the Senior Center on its good work, and noted that these funds are donated annually, in support of the Senior Center’s operating budget.

Status/Update Reports.

1.
Mr. Buckley reported that he and his staff recently met with representatives of WisDOT and the County regarding the acquisition of the property at the Memorial Drive Wayside.  All parties agreed that “time is of the essence” in this matter and the transfer to City ownership needs to be completed by March 31, 2018.

2.
Mr. Buckley stated there is nothing new to report regarding acquisition of the Canadian National Railroad right-of-way.
3.
Mr. Buckley reported on the East Side Bike Trail Project.  The Right of Way plat has been finalized.  The change of state law on use of eminent domain for bike and pedestrian facilities that was included in the most recent State Budget may complicate the project.
4.
Mr. Buckley stated that the Hamilton Waterfront Property Acquisition will be discussed in Closed Session.

5.
The City Manager reported that forty-three of the seventy-one lead service laterals in the current lead service lateral replacement contract have been replaced. 

6.
Mr. Buckley stated that the closing on the Blue Goose property will be at the end of the month.

7.
Mr. Buckley reported on the Memorial Drive at Roosevelt Avenue Storm Sewer Emergency Repair.  Kip Gulseth Construction has installed a new storm sewer manhole and outfall, tied into the existing pipe that runs beneath the highway.  That remaining section of pipe is being evaluated for lining or replacement in the Summer of 2018.
8.
Mr. Buckley stated a final payment was made last week under the $50,000 TID 5 Development Grant to WG&R Bedding.  Earlier payments were for new equipment and for land purchase; the final payment of $3,3330 was for architectural services associated with a planned plant expansion.
9.
Mr. Buckley reported that the Vietnam Vets Park $300,000 lighting project is complete.
10.
Ken Kozak, Electric Utility Director, reported on mutual aid work being done by line workers Brian Dellemann and Darrick Wendricks in U.S. Virgin Islands.  They are there on a 30-day assignment, part of a contingent of Wisconsin utility workers organized through the Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin.  All costs will be reimbursed by the power authority of the Virgin Islands.  

11.
Mr. Buckley stated that the Vinton Construction has moved offices into the former St. Peter the Fisherman School, located in Tax Incremental District No. 11.
Legislative/Intergovernmental Update: Mr. Buckley reported briefly on the Dark Store Bill proceeding in the Legislature.

Legislative/Intergovernmental Update
1.
Dark Store Legislation, Mr. Buckley noted that Wisconsin Manufacturing and Commerce, the State Chamber of Commerce, had termed a recent “Dark Store Day” event organized by the League of Municipalities as “Local Government Raise Your Taxes Day.”  He stated that this was a very unfair characterization of the bill.  Council Member Gagnon suggested that the Local Chamber needs to be contacted about this issue.
2.  
Developers’ Bill landlord’s bill—update from the League of Wisconsin Municipalities.
3.  
Council Member Gagnon asked about the status of an invitation to County Board Supervisors to attend a Work Session for an open-ended discussion of the County Option sales tax.
The following Consent Agenda items were considered:  Minutes from the December 4, 2017 Regular City Council Meeting and November 13, 2017 Special City Council Meeting.  Minutes of the Meetings: Plan Commission, December 11, 2017, Public Works, December 4, 2017, Public Utilities, December 5, 2017.  Department Reports for November 2017, Electric Department, Fire Department, Inspections Department, Lester Public Library, Parks and Recreation Department, Public Works/Wastewater Departments, Safety Program, Water Department.  Financial Reports for the Month of October for the General Fund, Debt Service, Lester Public Library.  Summary of Verified Bills for the Month of November 2017 in the amount of $2,050,144.98.

Council Member Bittner asked about the Plan Commission’s recent action related to site plan approval for two off-street parking lots at Hamilton Wood Type Museum at 1816 10th Street, as addressed in the minutes from the December 11, 2017 Plan Commission meeting.  Both Council Member England and Mr. Buckley noted that this is a matter of ongoing discussion, which will be further addressed at the February 2018 Plan Commission meeting.  Council Member Bittner also noted that, in the Fire Department Report for November, EMS collection rates are running lower than last year.  Fire Chief Schneider addressed that issue.
A motion was made by Council Member Shimulunas, seconded by Council Member LeClair, to approve the Consent Agenda with the various actions recommended.  Upon a voice call vote.  Motion carried.
President Koach presented a Resolution Authorizing Two Percent Increase in Non-Union Full-Time and Regular Part-Time Wage Schedules, Effective January 1, 2018.
A motion was made by Council Member Gagnon, seconded by Council Member Powalisz, to waive reading and adopt the resolution, as budgeted and recommended by the Personnel and Finance Committee.  Upon a roll call vote, (9) Ayes John Casavant, David England, Patrick Gagnon, Erin Gonnerman, Kay Koach, Darla LeClair, Jack Powalisz, Bonnie Shimulunas, Mark Bittner; Noes (0) None.  Motion carried.
President Koach presented a recommendation from the Plan Commission relative to a request to amend the Development Plan for Neshotah Shores Condominiums and review Site, Architectural, Lighting and Landscaping Plans, submitted by Toby Watson, Sheb 4 Units, LLC (owner) and Scott Matula (architect).
A motion was made by Council Member Bittner, seconded by Council Member England, to set a public hearing on the proposed amendment to the Planned Unit Development on January 2, 2018 at 6:00 PM, as recommended by the Plan Commission.
President Koach requested City Council authorization for the City Manager to sign the Relocation Order for Acquisition of Additional Highway Right-of-Way Needed for Construction of Bicycle and Pedestrian Trail to Two Rivers High School.  Mr. Buckley noted that such authorization is being requested in lieu of Council action on a resolution on this matter, as stated on the meeting agenda.
A motion was made by Council Member Gagnon, seconded by Council Member Powalisz, to authorize the City Manager to sign the Relocation Order on behalf of the City and file with the County Clerk.  Upon a roll call vote, (9) Ayes David England, Patrick Gagnon, Erin Gonnerman, Kay Koach, Darla LeClair, Jack Powalisz, Bonnie Shimulunas, Mark Bittner, John Casavant; Noes (0) None.  Motion carried.
For Information Only:
A.
City Hall Closed for Holidays on December 25 & 26, 2017 and January 1, 2018

B.
Lester Library Closed for Holidays on Saturday, December 23 – Tuesday, December 26 and Saturday, December 30 – Tuesday, January 2

C.
First Regular City Council Meeting in 2018 is Tuesday, January 2, 2018, 6:00 PM
D.
Nomination Papers are now available in the City Clerk’s Office for the Office of Two Rivers City Council Member.  Three seats are up for Election in April.  100 signatures needed and all nomination papers need to be filed in the Clerk’s Office on or before Tuesday, January 2, 2018.  Non-candidacy forms for current council members are due by 5:00 PM on Friday, December 22, 2017.


At 7:40 PM, a motion was made by Council Member Gonnerman, seconded by Council Member Casavant, to enter into Closed Sessions, per Wisc. Stats. 19.85(1)(e) deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investment of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session to discuss possible City assistance to Economic Development Projects; to discuss possible property acquisition and discuss results of recent environmental testing activity on and near City-owned property and property owned by others; discuss possible regulatory agency actions and negotiations related thereto and per Wisc. Stats. 19.85(1)(g), conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written advise concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved to confer with legal counsel regarding property acquisition matters likely to be the subject of litigation and discuss current litigation matter and to discuss insurance claim of Mark W. Roob. 

Upon Roll Call vote; Ayes (9) Patrick Gagnon, Erin Gonnerman, Kay Koach, Darla LeClair, Jack Powalisz, Bonnie Shimulunas, Mark Bittner, John Casavant, David England; Noes (0), None. Motion carried.
At 8:35 PM, a motion was made by Council Member Shimulunas, seconded by Council Member LeClair to reconvene in open session.  Upon a voice vote, motion carried.

At 8:35 PM, a motion was made by Council Member Gagnon, seconded by Council Member Casavant, to dispense with the reading of the minutes and adjourn the meeting.  Upon Voice vote, motion carried.

            _____________________________

                                 Kim M. Graves
                                                                                                                                         City Clerk
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