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   City Council Proceedings

CITY OF TWO RIVERS

COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

Monday, November 20, 2017 - 6:00PM

Council Chambers, City Hall

Regular Meeting
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The meeting was called to order by Council President Kay Koach at 6:00 PM.
President Koach led the Council and those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.


Roll Call – Present:  John Casavant, David England, Patrick Gagnon, Erin Gonnerman, Kay Koach, Darla LeClair, Jack Powalisz, Bonnie Shimulunas. Absent:  Mark Bittner.
Also present were Joe Collins, Police Chief; Jeff Dawson, Lester Library Director; Judy Goodchild, Parks and Recreation Director; Jim McDonald, Public Works Director; Scott Schneider, Fire Chief; Dave Buss, Finance Director; Ross Blaha, Water Utility Director; Jack Bruce, City Attorney and Greg Buckley, City Manager.

Consideration of any Council member request to participate in this meeting from a remote location.  President Koach stated Council Member Mark Bitter requested to participate from a remote location for this meeting.

A motion was made by Council Member Gagnon, seconded by Council Member Gonnerman, to approve Council Member Bittner’s requests.  Upon a voice vote, motion carried.  At 6:05 PM, Council Member Bittner joined the meeting by phone.
The City Clerk reported that notice of the meeting was given to the official newspaper and posted on the bulletin board in City Hall on Thursday, November 16, 2017.
President Koach opened a Public Hearing on the Proposed 2018 City Budget.  After calling three times and seeing no one wishing to address the Council, President Koach closed the hearing.  Council Member Gagnon stated the budget has had extensive review by the Personnel and Finance Committee, other Committees, the City Manager has made a public presentation, then the Council reviewed at a number of meetings.  The Budget has been posted on the City website and addressed in the City Managers weekly column.  Mr. Buckley offered a brief summary of the proposed 2018 budget, noting that it totals approximately $34 million.
Input from the Public.  None
Council Communications:  Council Member Shimulunas stated that she has received complaints about drivers traveling the wrong way on the one-way section of East Street.  She stated that the people she had spoken with would prefer to bring back the two-way street, even if it meant eliminating parking on one side of the street. She added that bicyclists have also been seen traveling in the wrong direction on the street.
Council Reports from Boards/Commissions/Committees.  Manager’s Report:  None
City Manager’s Reports:  

1. Mr. Buckley reported that the WisDOT will be meeting on November 21st to discuss the property at the Memorial Drive Wayside.
2. Mr. Buckley reported on the East Side Bike Trail Project.  Donahue Associates design engineers, have started meeting with property owners to discuss design issues.  The project is moving ahead.
3. Mr. Buckley gave an update on the Vietnam Vets Park lighting project.  The new light fixtures and poles are installed, and site wiring and controls are being worked on. 
4. Mr. Buckley stated the Hamilton Waterfront Property Acquisition dialogue with Jay Streu will be discussed in Closed Session.
5. Mr. Buckley stated that the Pilon Court and Wilson Street projects are complete.  
6. The City Manager reported that forty of the seventy-one lead service laterals in the current LSL replacement contract have been replaced. 
7. Mr. Buckley reported the closing will be December 18, 2017 on the purchase of the Blue Goose property acquisition.

8. Mr. Buckley stated the closing is completed for the Yanda property at 1714 21st Street nest to the fire station.  

9. Mr. Buckley updated the Council on a problem with a collapsed storm sewer on the Mariners Trail opposite Roosevelt Street.  He reported that the pipe in question is a 4-foot diameter storm sewer that passes under Memorial Drive and the bike trail before discharging to Lake Michigan.  Video inspection of the pipe has been completed, identifying the need for repair.  At this time, it does not appear that the failure extends back beneath the highway.  Mr. McDonald reported that his office is working with both WisDOT and the City’s storm water consultants at McMahon Associates.
Legislative/Intergovernmental Update. None

Mr. Buckley also reported on the November 15, 2017 Meeting on Economic Development Strategic Plan


The City Manager also noted the pending retirement of Parks and Recreation Director Judy Goodchild, April 2, 2018.  Recruitment for that position will commence by year end.
The following Consent Agenda items were considered:  Minutes from the November 6, 2017 Regular City Council Meeting.  Application for Beverage Operator’s License – Recommended for Approval for Ryan A. Allie and Mollie M. Stiefvater; Minutes of Meetings:  Lester Public Library Board of Trustees, October 10, 2017, 
Personnel and Finance Committee, October 11, 2017, Personnel and Finance Committee, October 18, 2017, Personnel and Finance Committee, October 30, 2017, Public Works Committee, November 6, 2017, Public Utilities Committee, November 7, 2017, Plan Commission, November 13, 2017, Business Improvement District Board, November 15, 2017; Department Reports for October 2017, Electric Department, Fire Department, Inspections Department, Lester Public Library, Parks and Recreation Department, Public Works/Wastewater Departments, Safety Program, Water Department; Summary of Verified Bills for the Month of October 2017 in the amount of $1,802,073.44
A motion was made by Council Member LeClair, seconded by Council Member Powalisz, to approve the Consent Agenda with the various actions recommended.  Upon a voice vote.  Motion carried.

President Koach presented a resolution authorizing short-term inter-fund loan from TID No.7 to sewer fund, to cover costs incurred for 2017 Capital Projects, pending closing on Clean Water Fund (Scheduled for January 24, 2018).  Following questions from Council Members, Mr. Buckley noted that there were errors in the resolution as presented; he apologized and recommended that this matter be tabled to the next meeting.
Motion was made by Council Member Gagnon, seconded by Council Member England, to table the resolution to the November 27, 2017 meeting.  Upon a voice vote.  Motion carried.
President Koach presented a resolution authorizing inter-fund loan for making a December 2018 payment to Wisconsin retirement system to reduce unfunded pension liability and declaring official intent to reimburse this expenditure from proceeds of borrowing.
Motion was made by Council Member England, seconded by Council Member LeClair to waive reading and adopt the resolution.  Upon a roll call vote, Ayes (9) David England, Patrick Gagnon, Erin Gonnerman, Kay Koach, Darla LeClair, Jack Powalisz, Bonnie Shimulunas, Mark Bittner, John Casavant; Noes (0) None.  Motion carried.

For Information Only: 
A.
Fall Leaf Pickup: East Side on Mondays; North Side (between rivers) on Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays; South Side on Fridays; continues through December 1, 2017

B.
Community Thanksgiving Dinner, Thursday, November 23, 2017, Noon.  

C. 
City Hall Closed for Thanksgiving, Thursday & Friday, November 23 & 24, 2017

D.
Hometown Christmas Parade, Saturday, November 25, 2017, starts at 5:30 PM and travels down Washington Street from 22nd Street to 16th Street

E.
Special City Council Meeting – Budget Adoption, Monthly Work Session, Monday, November 27, 2017, City Hall, 6:00 PM

F.
Nomination Papers are available December 1, 2017 in the City Clerk's Office for the Office of Two Rivers City Councilmember.  Three seats are up for Election in April.  100 signatures are needed and all nomination papers need to be filed in the Clerk's Office on or before Tuesday, January 2, 2018 at 5:00 PM.  Non-candidacy forms for current councilmembers are due by 5:00 PM on Friday, December 22, 2017.

G.
St. John’s Live Nativity in Central Park East, December 2, 2017. 4:30 – 7:30 PM

H.
Winter Overnight Parking Ban takes effect December 1, 2017 and continues through March 15, 2018. During the hours of 1:00AM - 6:00AM parking on the street and in City-owned parking lots is generally prohibited; $15 fine for violation, $40 if violation occurs at a time when plow trucks have been called out.  Exceptions to the ban are 1:00 AM to 6:00 AM on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.  In business districts, up to one-hour on-street parking is allowed during the parking ban hours
Council Member Bittner disengaged participating from remote location at this time.
At 6:40 PM, a motion was made by Council Member Gonnerman, seconded by Council Member Shimulunas, to enter into Closed Sessions, per Wisc. Stats. 19.85(1)(e) deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investment of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session to discuss possible City Assistance to Economic Development Projects; to discuss possible property acquisition and discuss results of recent environmental testing activity on and near City-owned property and property owned by others; discuss possible regulatory agency actions and negotiations related thereto and Per Wisc. Stats 19.85(1)(g), conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written advise concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved to confer with legal counsel regarding property acquisition matters likely to be the subject of litigation and discuss current litigation matter. 
Upon Roll Call vote; Ayes (8), Patrick Gagnon, Erin Gonnerman, Kay Koach, Darla LeClair, Jack Powalisz, Bonnie Shimulunas, John Casavant, David England; Noes (0), None. Motion carried.

At 7:15 PM, a motion was made by Council Member Gagnon, seconded by Council Member LeClair, to reconvene in Open Session.  Upon a voice vote, motion carried.
At 7:15 PM, a motion was made by Council Member Powalisz, seconded by Council Member Gonnerman, to dispense with the reading of the minutes and adjourn the meeting.  Upon voice vote, motion carried.
____________________________

Kim M. Graves
City Clerk
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