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Members named to Storm Water Task Force 
2 positions still need to be filled; 11 announced 
By Cindy Hodgson 
Herald Times Reporter 
TWO RIVERS — The Two Rivers City Council has approved the appointment of 11 members to a new Storm Water Task Force. 

City Manager Greg Buckley recommended the following appointments, and the council approved them Monday evening: 

  Steve Sonntag of Steve Sonntag Insurance, representing the Two Rivers Business Association; 

  Jerry Brickner of Krajnik Chevrolet, representing the TRBA; 

  Mike Zimmer, Two Rivers Main Street manager, representing the TRBA and the Main Street program; 

  Kris Sitterle, manager of regulatory affairs for Thermo Fisher Scientific, representing industry; 

  Tom Rysticken of the Environmental Advisory Board; 

  Rusty Walesh of the Environmental Advisory Board; 

  Dick Klinkner of the Plan Commission; 

  Fred Pospechil, a citizen member; 

  Craig Haan, environmental health and safety engineer for Tramontina, USA, a citizen member; 

  Bob Bauknecht, buildings and grounds director for the Two Rivers Public Schools; and 

  Mark Mathews of the Two Rivers City Council. 

Two positions on the task force still must be filled, one with another industry representative and one with a not-for-profit representative. 

The following people will serve as technical resources for the task force: 

  Bill Scola, public works director for the city of Two Rivers; 

  Scott Ahl, acting city engineer; 

  Nick VandeHey of McMahon Associates, an engineering firm in Neenah; and 

  Jim Knickelbine of Woodland Dunes Nature Center. 

In a related matter, the council approved a resolution authorizing the submittal of an Urban Non-Point Source & Storm Water Planning Grant application to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. The grant application will ask the DNR to fund 70 percent of the city's planning activities in setting up a storm water program. 

Wisconsin communities of more than 10,000 people, and smaller communities in metro areas, are now required to hold a storm water discharge permit from the DNR, according to Buckley. They also must clean up the water that is discharged from streets, roofs and other sources into lakes and rivers. Suspended solids — dirt and pollutants — in the discharged storm water must be reduced by 20 percent by 2008 and 40 percent by 2013. 

According to Buckley, the estimated cost for accomplishing that is between $2.5 million and $4.5 million for Two Rivers, based on the DNR's estimate that communities will need to spend between $200 and $350 per capita over the next five to seven years. The population of Two Rivers is 12,600. 

There are sufficient funds in the city's five-year capital plan to start addressing the mandates, but by 2009 the city will need to implement an additional source of funding, either a user fee or higher property taxes, for the more expensive portions of the project, according to Buckley. 

The Storm Water Task Force will study ways to reduce pollutants in the storm water and will look at funding options. 
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