NEWSC Stormwater Quiz Questions

1) Stormwater is rain water or snowmelt that runs off surfaces such as rooftops, lawns, paved streets, graveled roads, driveways, and parking lots. 

a. True
b. False

Answer: 
a.  True.  Some stormwater can be absorbed directly into the ground.  But if there is a significant amount of paved surface in an area, the stormwater runoff can't be absorbed and instead runs above ground until it discharges directly into a storm drain or flows into a body of water.
2) Which of the following are impacts from stormwater pollution? 
a. cloudy water 

b. algae blooms 

c. fish kills 

d. beach closures 

e. all of the above 
Answer: 
e.  All of the above.  Stormwater can contain sediments which make the water cloudy.  Stormwater can also contain extra nutrients from yard waste or phosphate that can lead to algae blooms.  When algae decomposes it reduces the amount of oxygen available to the fish resulting in fish kills.  Harmful bacteria from pet waste and/or malfunctioning septic systems can cause health hazards and ultimately beach closures.  
3) Which of the following symptoms can be a result of pet waste getting into our stormwater?

a. Diarrhea

b. Stomach cramps

c. Nausea

d. Vision loss

e. Rash

f. All of the above

Answer: 
f. All of the above symptoms may be linked to a bacterial infection, roundworm, or parasites transmitted by pet waste getting into our stormwater and ultimately our waterways.  Solution - Pick up after your pet!

4) It is o.k. to pour oil, paint, pesticides, fertilizers and other waste into the storm sewer because it will be treated.

a. True

b. False

Answer:
b. False.  Storm sewers were created to take storm water to our rivers and lakes as quickly as possible to avoid flooding, but the water doesn’t get treated like the water from our kitchens and bathrooms.
5) How many MILLION gallons of used oil are disposed of improperly per year?

a. 1 Million

b. 70 Million

c. 100 Million

d. 180 Million

Answer:
d. Each year in the United States, an estimated 180 million gallons of used oil are disposed of improperly.  That’s sixteen times the amount spilled by the Exxon Valdez!  Improper disposal of auto fluids includes dripping, spilling, or pouring them onto the ground, directly into waterways, or down storm drains.  Check you car for leaks and recycle used motor oil if you change your oil yourself!
6) Where is the best place to wash your car?

a. Commercial car wash 

b. On the driveway 

c. On the grass

Answer:
a. At a commercial car wash that recycles the water.  When you wash your car at home on the driveway the wash water goes into the storm sewer and directly into our lakes and streams without treatment!  If you do wash your car at home, wash it on the grass to reduce the amount of runoff.
7) What percentage of people in the area never put grass clippings in the street?

a. 17%

b. 48%

c. 76%

d. 93%

Answer: 
d.  93% of the 403 residents surveyed in Brown, Calumet, Fond du Lac, Outagamie, and Winnebago Counties in the NEWSC 2005 Stormwater Survey  said  they NEVER put grass clippings in the street.  Grass clippings in the street get carried away with the storm water and ultimately in our rivers and lakes where it can lead to algae blooms.

8) What do the three numbers on the fertilizer bag represent?

a. Nitrogen, Phosphate, Potash
b. Calcium, Nitrogen, Phosphate
c. Manure, Phosphate, Ammonia
d. None of the above

Answer: 
a.  The three numbers on the fertilizer bag represent Nitrogen, Phosphate, and Potash.  Do a soil test to see if your lawn needs fertilizer.  If you do use fertilizer choose one with zero or low phosphorus (the middle number).  

9) Which of the following are benefits of mowing your lawn frequently with sharp blades set at 2 ½ to 3 inches?

a. A lawn that is more competitive against weeds

b. A lawn that withstands heat stress better

c. A lawn that needs less watering 

d. A lawn that is more resilient

e. All of the above 

f. None of the above
Answer:
e.  All of the above.  Mowing your lawn more frequently and having sharp blades set at 2 ½ to 3 inches can lead to a healthier lawn that is more competitive against weeds, withstands heat stress better, needs less watering and is more resilient.  Another helpful tip; your grass clippings are composed of 85% water, so leave them on the lawn!
10) The major pollution contributor to stormwater is industry.  Pet waste and grass clippings don’t contribute at all.
a. True

b. False

Answer:
b.  False.  The largest percentage of the 403 residents surveyed in Brown, Calumet, Fond du Lac, Outagamie, and Winnebago Counties in the NEWSC 2005 Stormwater Survey (33%) ranked discharges from industry as a major contributor to stormwater pollution.  However, urban and rural storm water pollution (also known as nonpoint pollution) is the leading cause of water quality problems in Wisconsin (according to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources).






